2008 NCAE Gubernatorial Candidate Questionnaire

{ Piease return this document to Susan Kane, NCAE Government Relations, P. O. Box 27347, Raleigh, NC
27611-7347. You may fax to Susan Kane at 919-829-1026. Please return by August 21, 2007.)

Candidate Name: Beverly E. Perdue

Campaign Committee Name: The Bev Perdue Committee
Campaign Treasurer: Oscar Harris

Campaign Mailing Address: PO Box 12086, Raleigh, NC 27605
Campaign Telephone: (919) 308-2089

Campaign Fax: : (919) 829-9033

Campaign Website: www.bevperdue.com

Campaign Email: bevperdue | @gomail.com

Political Party Affiliation: Democrat

(The NCAE Gubemnatorial Candidate Questionnaire reflects the interests and positions of the North
Carolina Association of Educators as described in the 2007-08 Legislative Agenda and other governing
documents.)

1. Briefly share with us your vision for public education in North Carolina.

(See Attached — Bev Perdue’s Vision for North Carolina Public Education)

2. What direct experience have you had with public schools during your lifetime?

e Graduated from Virginia public high school in 1965.
¢ Worked as a public school teacher in Georgia and Florida — taunght K, 9™ and 12"
grades.

e Secrved as a grade/class mother, school volunteer, and helped chaperone field trips.
e Served two terms in the NC House and five terms in the NC Senate (including Chair
— Appropriations, Chair — Education Appropriations, Chair — Education, and Co-

Chair — Joint Education Oversight) where [ worked directly with public school
teachers and administrators and other education advocates to provide support and
resources for public education in NC.

e Served as chair of a special commission on site-based decision-making and chair of
the Business and Education Technology Alliance.

e IHave served on the State Board of Education since becoming Lt. Governor in 2000.

e As Lt. Governor, regularly visit schools across the state to meet with teachers,
administrators, students and parents regarding public education issues.

e Received NCAE’s highest award in 2004 — Friend of Education.
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What do you sce to be the greatest needs facing North Carolina’s public schools, and
what role will you assume in meeting those challenges it you are elected Governor of
North Carolina.

(See Attached — Bev Perdue’s Vision for North Carolina Public Education)

Do you support or oppose the use of public dollars (o enable parents (o send their children
to private schools (so-called voucher programs)? :

Oppose.

Should we continue the present cap on the number of public charter schools that may
operate in North Carolina? Why or why not?

As a legislator and a member of the State Board of Education, I have supported the cap
on charter schools because research has indicated that the quality of many charters
schools is inconsistent. The significance of quality over quantity is essential as the State
Board of Education continues to analyze the future of charter schools in our state. The
best charter schools can create opportunities for highly skilled and innovative teachers to
educate a diverse student body and explore learning options that meet the unique needs of
traditional and non-traditional students. A bad charter school does not add educational
value and represents merely an unjustified drain on public resources.

Do you support the continued designation of lottery funds to public education?
Yes.

What additional accountability measures shouid be enacted to assure quality performance
by the public schools of North Carolina?

Public schools are North Carolina’s single largest investment of taxpayer dollars and
serve as the primary catalyst for our future economic viability. Like NCAE, I agree such
investment requires that schools and educators be held accountable for student
achievement. But while end of grade testing can be an important teol for our
accountability measurements, we must not usc it narrowly as our single focus. From
more individualized diagnostic information about stadents to earlier informal tutoring and
innovation to better use of technology. we must look to a diversity of tools and
measurements that provide a more rounded and richer approach to accountability. I also
believe that accountability must be a shared responsibility. State and local elected
officials should be held accountable to teachers, students and parents. Providing better
professional pay. increasing access to quality professional development and improving
working conditions for educators are among the ways we can work together to be
“collectively accountable™ for the success of our public schools in improving student
achievement.
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